


25 Septeriber 1978

TOs The Yewbers of The Allied Families Vho WWill Receive
A Copy of This Typescript Copy of The Darden Diary

FROM ¢ Jewell & Ginger Ross
8416 Eriarwood Lane
Dublin, Califernia 94566

SUBJECT: THE DIARY OF SUSAN SILITRS DAiRDEY
Jamary 16, 1654 = Deceliber 3L, 1861
Yay 22, 1855 = September 2, 1877

¥rs. Susan Sillers Darden was born Septermber 20, 16165 married
Jesse Harper Darden (1811-1895) in July 1832; and passed away
February 25, 1880, The couple lived south of Fayette, Jefferson
County, Mississippi near what is now called the Stampiey Comrunity,
or neighborhoods Two of thelr daughters married neribers of the
Wade and Killingsworth families. Other Darden c¢lan marriages

link most all of our families in ancestral relationships in
Jefferson County, dating back to the times when the area was

under British, French and Spanish Deminion.

The owner's name on the cover of the book, of which a typescript
copy has been made and will follow, is HADIIE WADE FULTOHY. To
You, Adine, and your Honorable Husband, Cousin John Rivers Fulton,
we are deeply indebted for the very generous loan of your bound
volune of 2 tyPescript of the Diarg of Susan Sillers Darden.
Adine and Johh's address 1s Box 342, Fayette, Mississippi 39069.
As Coz. Adine explained, she obtained her copy through the
cooperation of ¥rs. Greathouse, emeritus Librzrian of the Fayette
Branch, Copiah~Jefferson Region Library when the transeript was
availsble in loose-leaf form in 1979, It had reportedly been
typed by college studentse

There are many people to whom we are indebted for guardirg the
safety of the original Diaries over the past century and more.
To everyone who contributed to its preservation and publication
in The Fayette Chronicle, our earnest thanks are given.

Speclal Appreciation is expressed to:

‘ry Caleb F, Darden, Route 2, Box 687, Lumberton, Texas
77656, a descendant of the Diary's author, who donated the
original two volunes to the Mississippl Department of
Archives & History, and permitted Mrs, Earie Farr VWalker,
Fditor of The Fayette Chronicle to publish it in serial
form in that newspaper, 1970-1975.

¥rs. Mary Campbell Bryan, 431 Clinton Heights Avenue, _
Columbus, Ohio 43202, a-native of Jefferson County anmd - - -
descendant of many o% the families named in the Diary.

She once typed a copy of the handwritten diary that

(the copy) is now in the Vississippl Department of

Archives & Historye (She is a magnificent cooperator

in family history research).

Mrse Alleen Eck (Robert A.) Ross, 13415 Doolittle Drive,
San Leandro, California, eur sis%er-inplaw, without whose
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most generous cooperation this project would have been
immpossible to accomplish,

To each of you, my deeply sincere thanks.

This typescript copy was made between May 27 and September 10,
1978, I wore out the ™i" key, and had it repaired; used tvo
bottles of "Liquid Faper Correction Fluld" to erase typo=-
graphical errorsj and endeavored to copy Cousin Adine & Jonn's
material exactly as it was written. Vithout a doubt, soze
minor misspellings were repeated, and some new ones created in
the process. Apologye

As an assist to you close family rembers with whom I have been
in personal touch or through correspondence, a very brief Table
of Contents and a page or tvio of comments will be attached.

It has been a fascinating experience to read, type, assemble
and disseminate this information to you.

¥With fhe affection of kinship, sincerely,

Lreger

Jewell L. RosS & . Virginia E. Ross



INTRODUCTION

¥Yr. Caleb F. Darden has generously provided the Information
that he obtained the originals from Lottie Vade of Red Lick,
Vississippi and Jeamme & Anon Ke Darden, His letter follcws.

It is an assumption of mine that liiss Lottie Viade was
the resident of 018 Rosswood and a descendant of Dr.
Y alter Ross Vade and I'rs. Yabella Jane Duncan Chamberlaine

¥rse Ilary Campbell Bryan has most generously, for the hundredth
or more time, provided a statement that is also attached,
following 1're Dardents letter.

She has also provided several sheets of genealogical

data concerning the Darden farily and the Ebenezer
Church. These data will follow her letter of % IX 78,
(that's September 5 of this year). (Thanks, again, Co0z.).

The map of a portion of Jefferson County will follow it, and
two locations are marked as being the probable location of
the homesite of Susan Sillers & Jesse Harper Darden at the
time the Diary was recorded. The northernrnost, nearest
Fayette, is a "Guesstirate!" provided by Cousin Mary Campbell
Bryans %he southernnost was provided by the Rural Route llail
Carrier for the Stampley corrunity, whose name I do not knowe.
Should the exact location be learned, with certainty, at a
later date, you will be advised by a supplerental rero.

Q Lar7 o4
Following that is a current rap of the State of lilssissippi,
included primarily to perrmit one to look up the location of
places that are menticned in the dizry, like "Boliver County",
Lake Frovidence, and otherss _

After that, on the page preceding the Library Copy title page,
there will be a Table of Contents page just to show vhere each
year begins.,.

And, for you Cousins & Kinfolk who have shared this ancestor=
hun%ing adventure with me over these past five years, there 1is
a xerox copy of the original last page of the diary, in the

" handwritirg of Susan Sillers Darden. It was obtalned from tle
Mississicpl Departrent of Archives & History, and has been cut -
and pasted to fit an 8% x 11 sheet, two pageses

- HOW DO WE FIT IXNTO THE FPICTURE? ARE VB 'DARDEN COUSINS'?

Like the leaves off of a single tree, each of us is unique

and will have to study the available informstion and narrative

of the dizry to arrive at the factual answers to those questionse
The author was the mother-in-law of Dr. Patrick Henry VWade, who
was a first cousin of Dr. Valter Ross Vade of Rosswood Flentaticn,
and nephew of our great-great-grandmother, l'rs. Jane Erown Ross
Wade (Daniel) Ross (J. I. VW.Re Sre)e The author's son rarried
Sallie Killingsworth, whose grandfather was Michael Woods Trimble, .




Introduction, page twos

Everyone of you wilth whom I have corresponded about family
history will find something in the dlary that relates to your
ancestors or kinfolk, A few entries, that had special
significance to me, were:

Septerber 24, 1860: Robert Trimble and wife demitted
from Ebenezer Presbyterian Church to Jjoin the Yethodist
Church. (They were our maternal greategrandparentsas)

August 17, 1861: Allison Wade and Ellen Cogan were
married, (Greate-grandparents, and they were also the
parents of Willie Jeff Viadey David ade, dunt Kinnie
Aurelia Viade Killingsworth, Daniel Brown (Uncle Brown,
also later called Isaac) Wade, Uncle Beulard ‘iade and
other children. Ellen Cogan was the sister of our
grandfzther, Clcero Jefferson Cogane

August 23, 1861: Allison Vade departed for service in
the Confeéerate Army, one week after marriage. - The
dates of this and the immediately preceding entry are
evidence that great-grandfzther Allison R. Vade is the
same man listed in the official Confederate army files
as "A. R. Wade', He served in Cantain Pult Dardent's
Company L, Artillery, also corrmanded at other times by
Captain W. L. Harper as the Jeflerson County Horse
Artillery, Mississippi Volunteers,

October 10, 1870: 1lr. Darden revorted by his wife to
have seen Adslade Trirble in Fayette, and she said her
youngest daughter had recently dieds - This was most
likely lirs., Elizabeth Adelaide iiade Trirble, widow of
Robert Curran Trirble, our rmaternal great-grandparents,
and the child who had passed away was most likely
Matilda Adelaide Trimble, age 13 ]

June 16, 1872: Jack Ross was ordained Deacon of the
Red Lick Church., This was John Isaac Yayne Ross, JT.,
our great-grandfather; husbznd of Helen Beatty Green Rosse

August 18:1873: Jeff Chamberlain and Eugene Ross, son of
Mr. Jack Ross, joined the Presbyterian Church yes%erday,

said the entry. Bugene Allison Ross, Sr. was our grand-

father.

|
Decerber 16, 1873. Dr. Patrick Henry Wade and his wife,
Martha Darden Wade, named their newborn child Hellen Ross
Wade after lLirs, Jack Rosse. Hellen (Eelen) was our greate
grandnother,

Jamuary 27, 1876: lr. Trirble (very old), Mrs. Kts father,
is confineé to his bed, = This refers to Lichael Vocds

- Primble and his daughter, katilda Trimble (Yrs, Anaplzs, Sr.)
Killingsworthj our greate-great-grandfather, liike Trirble,



Introduction, pase three:

apparently lived the last years of his life at Holly Grove
Plantation, ancestral home of the Killingsworth Family,
founded by Noel Killingsworth on land purchased from John
I. We ROoss,y Sre

March 12, 18763 Yr. Trimble died and was to be buried at
the Killingsworth Family Cemetery, according to Noel
Killingsworth. =~ This indicates that Michael Voods
Trimble (1788-1876) lived to be 8 >years of agee

Yarch 17, 1876: Mrs, Laura Darden Bridewell, daughter of
the author of the diary, agreed to teach "Lr. Wade and lir.
Jack Ross' children,"

February 18, 1877: Reported the death of lirs. labella Viade.
This corroborates the date of passing of lirs. Xabella Janc
Duncan Chamberlain Wade, widow of Dr. Walter Ross Wade, of
Rosswoode.

As you will observe, the Diary of Susen Sillers Darden is a
trecsury of information concerning the births, marrizges and
deaths of many families livirg in Jefferson County. - The
preceding observations and compents are only a small part of
the facts inveolving ancestors of the Allied Fardlies.

Finpally, it will be of panticular interest to you who have

read

the Journals of Dr. Walter R. VVade of Ross VWood Plantation,

Jefferson County, Hississippiigparticularly the one covering the

last

years of his life (1855«1862).

It is a pleasure to send this copy of the Diary to you as a
gift. .

ewell Lo & Virgiria E. Ross
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Route 2, Box 687
Lumberton, Texas 77656
11 September 1978

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The original diary of SUSAN SILLERS DARDEN 1is now de-
posited In the Department of Archives and History, Jackson,
Mississippi.

The oldest part of this diary (1854-1861) was obtained
by me from Lottie Wade of Red Lick, Mississippi. The other
part (1865-1877) was obtained from Jeanne Darden and_hér bro-
ther, Anon K. Darden, grandchildren of SUSAN SILLERS DARDEN.

T was unable to obtain any records for the years 1862 thru

1864,

Oaleibs 77 Ttctea >

Caleb F. Darden

-




Thursday, July 6, 1978
Page 1

E

Last week we had a note
from Mr. Robert Darden of
Houston, Texas, sending us
an article about his grand-
son. He also mentioned that
his brother and our friend,
. Caleb Darden of Rt. 2, Box

- 687, Silsbee, Texas T7656

had lost his eyesight. Robert
Darden stated the doctors
didn’t seem to know what

" caused it. It was Mr. Caleb

Darden who let us reprint
the Susan Sillers Darden
diary in the Chronicle and
we are sorry to hear this
because he loved to read and

especially to write,

- gstablished 1866 -
FAYETTE, JEFFERSON COUNTY, MSS_ISSIPPI 29068

- CHRONICLE

15 CENTS PER COPY THURSDAY, JULY 6, 1978
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Copy of a portion of a current map
of Jefferson County, lississiopl
indicating the area in which Susan
Sillers (Yrs. Jesse Harper) Darden
lived at the tire her Diary was
written, 1854=1877.

It is located within Township 8 North,
Range 1 East, and nost probatly in or
near Sections 33, 34, 41 and 42.
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25 September 1978
SUBJAECT ¢ DARDEN FALILY GENEALOGICAL INFORIATION

our Cousin, Mrs. Mary Campbell (1'rs. Joseph Dunble) Bryan,

431 Clinton Heights Averme, Columbus, Chio 43202, has been
collecting genealogical an& historical inforrmation concerning
Jef'ferson County inhabitants for nearly a halif century. A
native of the County, she has pursued her research in the
major centers where personal history facts are preserved, such
as the Adams County Court Records Library, Natchez; Jefferson
County Court House, and other record centers too numerous to
list. She has mos% generously shared her inforration and heas
been the primary resource person for authors of many publisred
articles in this subject matter areae Her "“Allied Families®
in Lississippi and the precedent Natchez District include the
surnames of Campbell, Cooke, Girault, Davenport, Pettitt,
Yancy, licCaleb, Spain, Holt, Truly, Green, Smith and others.

Her character as a researcher is described by one colleague
as "careful, thorough, demonstrating penetrating insight and
respect for the truth."

She has most generously perritted me to include the attached
five pages on the
Genezlogy of the Darden Family, and

Notes Concerning Presbyterian Church
History, including Reference %o
Ebenezer and Union Churches in
Jefferson Countye.

Since this is a private report, prepared for the edification
of a lirited number of family members, it will be sent to
only those of you who have indicated an interest in the
peripheral matters relating to the history of the Allied
Fanilies. _

To Coz Mary Carpbell Bryan: Thank you very much, again.

Wt

Jevell L. Rosas

P.Se This is the final plece of paper that will be a part
of the package that includes the Diary of Susan Sillers Darden
and all suprlementary sheets, As a minor note of passing
history, similar to the events inecluded in Susan Darden's
Diary %his is the date when the worst commerciazl airplane
disas%er occurred in the history of the United Statesj the
PSA-private plane crash in San Diego where 147 people died.
JLR
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by Mabel & John C. Fant,

From ﬂHistory of Uississippi", page 107
i Publishing Co.

1924, Nississipp
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
P. 0. BOX 571

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205
August 18, 1978

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

WiLLIAM F WINTER FRESIDENT
JoMN K DETTERSWORTH
ARCH DALAYMPLE (11
FranX E EVERETT Jn
MRS MITCHELL ROBINSON
ESTUS SMITH
EVERETTE TRULY
THOMAS H WaTHING
SHEAWDOGD W, WisE -
ELBENT R HILLIARD

CIRECTOR

Mr. Jewell L. Ross
8416 Briarwood Lane
Dublin, California 94566

Dear Mr. Ross:

Your inquiry of 7/25/78 has been received, and we are using this reply
form to serve you more promptly. Please refer to the items checked.

( ) The information requested will require rore detailed research than our
limited staff can undertake. You may wish to visit the Search Room or

employ a professional researcher. Enclosed is a list of researchers in
the Jackson area.

(X ) We have searched the Susan Sillers Darden Diaries

but have not found her signature on the 1ast page of the Septemher 2.
1877 entry

( ) We have do not have

(X ) Enclosed is 3 complimentary copy of the last page.
Also enclosed is vour dollar
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